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Adoption of Agenda 
That the agenda be adopted. (O. Moselhi, R. Bhat) 


Vote: Carried unanimously 


Adoption of Minutes 


The following corrections were notified: 
Page | - to add R. Zmeureanu to the Regret list 
Page 4, line 9 - to delete “will be drafting” 


That the Minutes of Meeting 00-06 be adopted as corrected. 
(G. Gouw, K. Khorasani) 


Vote: Carried unanimously 


Chair’s Remarks 


New Building 

The Chair announced that the design competition for the new downtown buildings is 
underway. The jury will be meeting on December 11. Before Christmas, we will 
have a design for the ENCS/Fine Arts building as well as the Commerce building. 
The importance of a homogenous Campus through coherence in building design was 
noted. However, no clear priorities for construction have been identified this far. 
The Chair was keen that construction begins in spring/summer 2001. Concerns have 
been expressed to the Senior Administration of the University to respond to the 
Faculty’s immediate needs by announcing its priority in construction among the 
buildings. Although the project is huge, we urgently require our new building in the 
light of what is happening in the Faculty. 


Research Renaissance of the Faculty 


The Chair remarked that there appears to be a research renaissance in academia. For 
nearly two decades there has been a lack of government support for academia. But 
now, there is achange. By taking advantage of the new environment, the Chair 
hopes to create about 17-20 research chairs in the Faculty over the next four years. 


Two appointments have been made - Dr. Suong Hoa has accepted the appointment of 
the Concordia University Research Chair (Tier I) in Materials and Composites and 
Dr. Ching Suen has accepted the position of Concordia University Research Chair 
(Tier I) in Artificial Intelligence and Pattern Recognition. In both cases, a search 
committee, elected according to the rules passed by the Faculty Council for industrial 
research chairs, was set up. 


The Faculty has launched the Concordia Institute for Aerospace Design and 
Innovation (CIADI), a learning institute. This inauguration has had a positive effect 
on the entire Faculty. The Department of Mechanical Engineering has passed a 
motion requesting that the Institute be an entity within the Department. 


The next project is the Concordia Institute for Information Systems Engineering. 


Increased Enrollment 

The need for hiring more professors was emphasized. DPC support was sought. An 
innovative, enterprising and concerted effort in hiring was called for. A direct 
approach method in recruitment was suggested. 


The floor was opened for questions. A need to showcase hi-tech features in the new 
building was suggested. The Chair responded that comments may be forwarded to 
him or the Building Committee members. 


Difficulties in hiring for the Department of Computer Science were voiced, salary 
being a factor. Members were assured that Concordia is competitive with other 
universities in making offers. 
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Strategic Research Plan (ECFC Doc. 2000-05-03) 


The Chair noted that although Concordia University has received 21 Research 
Chairs, the number of NSERC Chairs is being reduced. At Concordia, there will 
be 4 research clusters of which ENCS will have two, namely (1) information 
technologies and (2) human environment which will be combined with human 
learning development. To acquire the Research Chairs, the Faculty needs to 
provide a Strategic Research Plan. The Chair remarked that the Faculty’s 
Strategic Research Plan submitted to Ottawa a few months ago and when 
compared with other universities, appears fragmented. The Chair asked each 
department to prepare a Strategic Research Plan with not more than 1-2 thrusts. 
It is important to emphasize the Faculty’s strengths in the Strategic Research 
Plan. 


Proposal for adoption of faculty-wide teaching evaluation questionnaires 
(ECFC Doc. 2000-07-01) 


Dr. Khorasani explained that the Provost has mandated all the Faculties to 
consolidate and streamline the Teaching Evaluation Questionnaires. Each 
Faculty has come up with two questionnaires, one for full-time faculty members 
and one for teaching assistants. According to the Collective Agreement, CUPFA 
has developed its own Teaching Evaluation Questionnaire for its members. 


That ECFC Doc. 2000-07-01 be approved by Faculty Council so that it can 
become an official document to be administered in the next academic year. 
(K. Khorasani, O. Moselhi) 


Vote: Carried unanimously 


The need for a common Faculty-wide teaching evaluation questionnaire for full- 
time and part-time faculty members was expressed. 


That the Council express its concern about the difference between full-time 
and part-time teaching evaluation questionnaires and recommend that a 
single questionnaire be adopted across the Faculty for full-time and part- 
time faculty members. (G. Martin, G. Gouw) 


Vote: Carried unanimously 


Undergraduate Curriculum Changes (ECFC Doc. 2000-07-02) 


Dr. Fancott presented the undergraduate curriculum changes. Due to time 
constraints approval of the changes by various bodies have overlapped. These 
changes affect the Engineering Core, Computer Science and Software 
Engineering programs, as detailed in ECFC Doc.2000-07-02. 
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Engineering Core 
That the changes to the Engineering Core recommended on pages 2-14 and 


page 47 be approved with the friendly amendments cited below. 
(T. Fancott, G. Gouw) 


It was pointed out that on 

e Page 7 - the proposed description is a more coherent content of ENGR 275- 
Principles of Electrical Engineering, which replaces ENGR 273-Basic 
Electric Circuits 

e Page 3 - the word ‘Historical’ is removed; the course title will therefore read 
ENGR 492 - Impact of Technology on Society 


Vote: Carried unanimously 


Computer Science program 


The following amendments to the circulated document were notified: 

e Page 15 - proposed change to the Honours Programme is withdrawn 
Page 16 - proposed change to COMP 326 is withdrawn 

Page 16 - the words ‘already approved by dept)’ are deleted 

Pages 18, 19, 20 -all reference to the Honours Programme is removed 
Page 19 - COMP 348 is deleted from the Core 

Page 19 - retain COMP 326 in the Core 

Page 20 - change The Digital Systems and Sound to option 

Pages 23/24 — have been approved by the Department 


That pages 15-24, with the friendly amendments and subject to Department 
approval, be approved. (T. Fancott, G. Gouw) 


Vote: Carried unanimously 


Software Engineering program 


The following amendments were notified: 

Page 27 - proposed changes to Advanced Programming, Architecture and 
Project Management and Quality Control are withdrawn 

Page 28 - proposed change to SOEN 449 is withdrawn 

SOEN 490 — proposed changes are withdrawn 


That the changes to the Software Engineering program with the friendly 
amendments be approved. (T. Fancott, G. Martin) 


Vote: Carried unanimously 


Mechanical Engineering 


That the changes summarized on page 42 and the associated documents 
(pages 43-59) be approved. (T. Fancott, G. Gouw) 
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Vote: Carried unanimously 


Building, Civil and Environmental Engineering 
That ENGR 242 be added as a prerequisite for ENGR 231. 


(R. Zmeureanu, O. Moselhi) 


Vote: Carried unanimously 


Graduate Curriculum Changes (ECFC Doc. 2000-07-03) 
Department of Building, Civil and Environmental Engineering 


Dr. Moselhi presented the Graduate Curriculum changes for the Department. He 
reminded the members that the detailed curriculum revisions, except for Section 5 
concerning the restructuring of the M.Eng. program and the 4-credit drive in the 
Faculty, had been passed by Faculty Council in its September meeting. The 
listing of courses on page 5 of the circulated document is to be deleted. 


That the Graduate Curriculum changes be approved with the understanding 
that the original document, if needed, be edited to reflect the changes made 
in the present summary. (R. Zmeureanu, O. Moselhi) 


Vote: Carried unanimously 


Department of Computer Science 


Dr. Bui explained that there are two major changes: 

1) the number of credits 

2) the degree title, namely M.Comp.Sc.(to replace Option A) and M.A.Comp.Sc. 
(to replace Option B) 


That the Council approve the Graduate Curriculum changes in document 
ECFC Doc. 2000-07-03 B. (T.D. Bui, G. Martin) 


Vote: Carried unanimously 


Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering 


That the Council approve the Graduate Curriculum changes in document 
ECFC Doc.2000-07-03 C subject to editorial changes and the request for 
rationale. (J.C. Giguere, F. Haghighat) 


Vote: Carried unanimously 


Department of Mechanical Engineering 


That the Council approve the Graduate Curriculum changes in document 
ECFC Doc. 2000-07-03 D subject to editorial changes. (R. Bhat, R. Ganesan) 
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Vote: Carried unanimously 


Slot Courses (ECFC Doc. 2000-07-04) 


Dr. Bhat presented the slot course, MECH 690T-Advanced Operations Research, 
for approval. The course will be offered in winter 2001. 


That the above slot course be approved. (O. Moselhi, R. Bhat) 


Vote: Carried unanimously 


Report on the Collaboration between the Centre for Mature Students and 
the New Student Programme (ECFC Doc. 2000-07-05) 


Members were invited to forward their comments to the Chair for onward 
transmission. 


Other business 
No other business. 


Adjournment 


The meeting was adjourned at 12:15 p.m. 


